
Welcome!
The Oak Harbor Yacht Club is pleased to extend a very warm welcome to Whidbey Island Race Week for 2019. 

OHYC has been proud to partner with the WIRW organization for the past 37 years, by extending the hospitality, 

services and privileges of our Club to participants. Thank you for bringing this exciting event to Oak Harbor and 

our Club.

Schelleen’s action-packed schedule for this year calls for four days of racing, starting on Wednesday 24 July and 

running through Saturday 27 July. But the fun will actually start on Tuesday 23 July, with check-in and a Skippers’ 

Meeting followed by the WIRW Opening Night party, the first of five nights of music and partying at harborside. 

Our Club members will again be pleased to offer food, drink and use of our Clubhouse to the skippers and crews, 

immediately adjacent to the WIRW outdoor party area. The Clubhouse bar will be open in the afternoon, and 

the crews of registered boats, as our guests, are welcome to have drinks there. Washington State liquor laws will 

apply, so all liquor from the OHYC bar must remain on OHYC property, and all liquor from the WIRW bar must 

remain in the WIRW party area. As usual, there will be an “in-between” numbered table where drinks may be left 

when transiting between locations, enforced by our ever-vigilant “Security Staff”. Remembering your number will 

at least be somewhat of a sobriety test! 

Some of the best cooks in the Club will be fixing fabulous meals under the direction of Head Chef and Club 

Manager Joe Catanio, all served up by Club volunteers (the smiling folks with the white OHYC name tags). In 

addition to the themed nightly meals served Wednesday through Friday, the Barbeque Grill will be open every 

night Tuesday through Saturday. 

This is a bittersweet event, as Race Week, after nearly four decades here, will be moving north next year. As 

Commodore, I want to express my deep appreciation to all of the OHYC members who have given so much time 

and attention over the years to help organize, support and serve the skippers, crew, and family members who 

have come to participate in this magnificent event. I know you will join me in giving them the warmest possible 

sendoff, and our very best wishes for fair winds and following seas — to coin a phrase. Thank you for allowing us 

to be an integral part of this most excellent event for so many years. 

Ferd Johns, Commodore

Oak Harbor Yacht Club

Breakfast Buffet
Wednesday thru Saturday 

from 7am
Served upstairs in the Club House

Scrambled Eggs,
Sausage, Bacon, Waffles, 

Pancakes, Potatoes, 
Yogurt, Bagels, Juice, 

Pastries and more.

Tuesday thru 
Saturday

Burgers, Dogs, 
Brats and more

on the grill!

Thursday
St. Louis style pork
BBQ Ribs 

with homemade beans 
and potato salad!

Friday
Penn Cove 

Mussels
OHYC specialty served 

upstairs in the Club House

Wednesday
Homemade 

Pulled Pork
sandwiches with baked 

beans and coleslaw. 
All homemade!



8.2 The starting line for all fleets will be located within (5) nautical 
miles of the red lighted buoy R “2” off Forbes Point between Oak 
Harbor and Crescent Harbor (See Course Diagram). 
 
9. COURSES 
9.1 No later than the warning signal, the starting order and course 
for each race will be displayed on the reader board on the Race 
Committee boat using class number placards followed by a 
sequence of letters indicating marks on the course (See Course 
Diagram). 
9.2 Each letter designates a mark to be left to port except Jibe Mark 
J, which shall be left to Starboard and finishing marks or gates. The 
first letter is the starting mark. The last letter is the finishing mark.  
9.3 The placard “F” designates a finish at the Finish Boat. 
9.4 The placard “M” designates a finish at YC-5. 
9.5 The class placards will be displayed in the order of the starts 
reading from left to right and from top line to bottom line.  
9.6 The Race Committee may start classes in any order. 
9.7 Lines may be reused after all listed classes on the line to be 
reused have started, starting from the top line. If a line is being 
reused, the line below it shall be blank to distinguish it from the 
lower lines that may list classes that have not started and are earlier 
in the starting order.  
9.8 If Flag “D” is flying from YC-5 throughout the starting sequence, 
all classes will sail a distance race and will use alternate mark 
descriptions (See Course Diagram).  
 
10. MARKS 
10.1 New marks, as provided for in SI 13 (Change of the Next Leg of 
the Course) will be the same color and shape as the original mark 
but will be ringed with a black band. 
10.2 When a gate (two marks of similar shape and color) is present 
at the leeward mark, boats shall sail between the gate marks from 
the direction of the previous mark and round either the port gate 
mark to port or the starboard gate mark to starboard. A gate at one 
leeward mark shall not imply that all leeward marks are gates. 
10.3 Restriction of Start and Finish Lines: From the time a boat 
rounds the first rounding mark until she finishes, she shall not cross 
the line from YC-5 to the Mark “S” nor shall she cross the line from 
YC-5 to Mark “M” nor a line from Finish Boat to mark “F” unless she 
is finishing. A competitor may exonerate herself from this infraction 
by executing a 2-turns penalty in compliance with RRS 44.2 at the 
first reasonable opportunity after the violation occurs. This changes 
RRS 28.1 A boat that fails to exonerate herself may be scored DNF 
without a hearing and may be protested by a competitor if she is not 
so scored. This changes RRS 63.1 and RRS Appendix A5. 
 
11. THE START 
11.1 Races will be started in accordance to RRS 26. 
11.2 The Race Committee may hail on Channel 72 and/or may 
provide a sound signal that is a series of short horn blasts to indicate 
the approach of a starting sequence. 
11.3 If there are rolling starts (when the warning signal of a next 
class is made with the starting signal of the previous class), and if the 
starting class has a general recall, then the class flag of the next class 
will be removed and the start of the next class will be considered 
abandoned without further signal. This changes RRS 27.3. 
11.4 If a boat is subject to RRS 29.1, Individual Recall or RRS 30, 
Starting Penalties, the Race Committee may attempt to hail her sail 
number directly or on Channel 72. No aspect of the hail, including 
content, timeliness, existence, or failure to hear will be grounds for a 
redress. This changes RRS 62.1(a). 
11.5 A boat starting later than five minutes after her starting signal 
will be scored DNS. This changes RRS A4 and A5. 

11.6 YC-5 and/or Finish Boat may maneuver to maintain position on 
the starting line with engine, including while anchored conditions to 
maintain the integrity of the length and orientation of the starting or 
finishing line. This changes RRS 33. 
 
12. ABANDONING AFTER START 
12.1. RRS 32.1 is modified to provide that the Race Committee may 
abandon a race in progress when a change in the weather conditions 
has, in its judgment, made the race an unsatisfactory test of skill. 
This changes RRS 32.1.  
12.2 Races may be abandoned for some classes while other classes 
continue racing. Classes whose race has been abandoned will be 
broadcast on VHF channel 72. The Race Committee will fly Code Flag 
“N” above the class number pennant of those classes abandoned. 
 
13.  CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE 
13.1 To change the next leg of the course, the Race Committee will 
lay a new mark (or move the finishing line) and remove the original 
mark as soon as practicable. When in a subsequent change a new 
mark is replaced, it will be replaced by the original mark.  
13.2 As different classes are sailing different courses, boats should 
only round a new mark if a change was signaled at the previous 
rounding mark and a change in the direction of the next leg of the 
course will be signaled with green or red shapes (See RRS 33). 
 
14. THE FINISH AND SCORING 
14.1 The finishing line will be between a staff displaying an orange 
or yellow flag on the race committee vessel and the course side of 
the designated yellow finishing mark. 
14.2 Boats retiring from a race shall inform the Race Committee on 
Channel 72 and receive acknowledgement from the Race Committee 
before leaving the race course. A boat that fails to report that she is 
retiring will be scored DNS without a hearing. This modifies RRS A5.  
14.3 PHRF-NW time allowances will be calculated using PHRF-NW 
handicaps as assigned by the PHRF-NW Handicapper and as shown 
on the entry list using time-on-distance. 
14.4 The Low-Point Scoring Systems as defined in RRS Appendix A4 
will be used with the following modification: Scores of RAF and DNF 
shall be scored the number of finishers plus one.  
14.5 Three races completed will constitute a series for this regatta. 
14.6 If six or more races are completed, a boat’s worst score will be 
discarded. This changes RRS A2. 
 
15. TIME LIMITS 
15.1 For all races (except in the event of a distance race) the first 
boat in a class must finish within 2 hours of her starting signal. All 
other boats must finish within 30 minutes of the first boat in her 
class to finish. Boats not compliant will be scored DNF. This changes 
RRS 35. 
15.2 For distance races and for the Cruising Class, the time limit shall 
be 5 hours for the first boat in each class. All other boats must finish 
within 60 minutes of the first boat in their class to finish. Boats not 
compliant will be scored DNF. This changes RRS 35.   
 
16. PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS 
16.1 Protests forms are available at Race Headquarters and shall be 
delivered there within the Protest Time Limit. 
16.2 The Protest Time Limit will be one hour from either the docking 
time of YC-5 at the Oak Harbor Marina or when a red signal flag is 
hoisted with one sound and flown from the OHYC flag staff in the 
event that YC-5 is delayed on the water. The Protest Time Limit will 
be posted on the official notice board at least 45 minutes before the 
time limit is reached. 
16.3 A list of all protests filed, the order in which they will be heard 
and the start time for the first protest hearing(s) will be posted in 






